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RADNOR, EDMUNDSBURY AND JACKSON- 
BOROUGH. 

By Henry A. M. Smith. 

RADNOR. 

The town of Radnor was another of the early pro- 
jected towns in lower South Carolina that attained to 
but a short lived existence. Among the Baronies 
granted by the Lords Proprietors of the Province to- 
wards the end of their dominion, was one of 12,000 acres to 
Charles Edwards on 25 October, 1726. Altho' the grant 
was to Charles Edwards, it was really for Thomas Lowndes, 
in whose favor a declaration to that effect was made by 
Edwards on 5th July, 1727, One half of this Barony was 
by Lowndes transferred (8th September, 1732) to the 
Honorable William Bull, afterwards for some years Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the Province. 1 

The Barony as surveyed out, was in two tracts — one 
of 10,000 acres and the other of 2,000 acres. Bull ob- 
taining one-half or 5,000 acres of the first tract and 
1,000 acres of the other. Both these tracts were in what 
was then Granville County, and is now Beaufort Coun- 
ty, between the Combahee River and PocotaligO' River. 

The first tract he settled himself, part of it forming 
his Sheldon plantation. To his son, Stephen Bull, he 
apparently gave the whole or a part of the smaller tract of 
1,000 acres, which was known as "Newbury." On an 
adjacent tract, lying on the Combahee River, he laid out 
the town of Radnor. 

According to the maps the town was laid out in 
1734. No entry has been found on the minutes of the 
Council when this plan was approved by the Council as 
then required by Statute; but on n March, 1737, an 
Act was passed by the General Assembly' reciting: 

"Whereas, the inhabitants on both sides of Comba- 

»M. C. 0.— Charleston County, Book S, p. 86. 

'Statutes of So. Ca., Vol. 6, p. 625. 
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"hee River near the ferry, by their petition to the Gen- 
"eral Assembly of this Province, have set forth the dis- 
advantages they are under by being at too great a dis- 
"tance from any public market to dispose of the pro- 
"duce of their plantations, and praying to be relieved 
"by a law to be passed for appointing a fair and mar- 
"kets in the town of Radnor on the said river in Gran- 
"ville County: and whereas, it appears that the said town 
"is situate in the most convenient place on that river through 
''which the high road leading from Charlestown to Port 
"Royal and Purrysburg passes and that a common of 
"about seventy acres of land ioining to the said town is 
"gfiven by the Honorable William Bull, Esquire, for the 
"use and benefit of the inhabitants of the same, and also 
"a square piece of land laid out for a market place and 
"certain lots of land for a chappel and free school in 
"the said town of Radnor as appears by the plan or 
"survey of the said town hereunto annexed, certified 
"the eighteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord 
"one thousand seven hundred and thirty-four by the 
"said William Bull." 

The Act then provides that an open public market 
shall be held in this market place in Radnor free from 
any toll for seven years, and to be held everv Tuesday 
and Saturday, and that two fairs shall annually be held 
there, one to begin on the second Tuesday in May, 
and end on the next Friday, and the other to begin on 
the second Tuesday in October and end on the next 
Friday. 

The town had been located at the ferry over Com- 
bahee River where the high road from Beaufort to 
Charleston crossed the river. This road had been 
laid out under an Act passed in 1711* and the high road 
and ferry are in the same place today as then laid out. 

On 8th March, 1741, an Act was passed 4 directing 

-*. !-. - —II. I I.I.I- .— — . ■ — — ,. — — — —■- ■..—— — ..I.I. , I . ,,. 

"Statutes of So. Ca., Vol. 9, p. 14. 
'Ibid, p. 116. 
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the building of a good and substantial bridge over 
Combahee River from the causeway to the Town of 
Radnor. The bridge must have been built and no 
doubt shared the fate of most bridges of the kind at 
that period, viz : to be carried away by flood or freshet, 
for in July, 1766, another Act was passed 5 establishing a 
ferry over Combahee River from Combahee causey 
to the opposite shore "where a bridge lately stood" in 
lieu of the bridge and vesting the ferry in Stephen 
Bull for 14 years. The bridge seems never to have 
been rebuilt, as the later Acts all refer to, and grant it 
as a ferry. 

In November, 1763,° a petition was presented to the 
Provincial Council by certain inhabitants of Granville 
and Colleton Counties, stating that if the Town of Rad- 
nor, which is situated on the south side of Com- 
bahee River, was made a port of entry for loading and 
unloading ships of burden, it being the most conven- 
ient place for such purpose between Charlestown and 
Port Royal, it would encourage people to settle there. 
What action the Council took does not appear and 
neither Statutes nor Council Orders seem to have 
availed in building up Radnor. The town — if town 
it really ever was — disappears from mention. 

It is denoted as a town on de Brahm's map made 
in 1757, but it is not on Mouzon's map of 1775, and 
there is no further mention of it as such in the Statutes. 
The record does not disclose many sales of lots by 
Bull, and by his will, which was made in April, 1750, 
he devises a large number of lots to his children and 
grandson as if he still held, not having been able to 
dispose of them, viz : To his daughter Mary Henrietta- 
lots 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66; to his son William, lots 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 27, 68; to his son-in-law 

5 Ibid, p. 217. 

•Minutes of Council for 1763, p. 396. 
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Thomas Drayton — lots 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 91, 92, 
83, 84, 85, 86, and to his grandson Stephen Bull — lots 
4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

The map published with this is taken from one in the 
office of the State Historical Commission at Columbia, 
and is no doubt either the original mentioned in the 
Act of 1737 or an authentic copy. 

EDMUNDSBURY. 

The Town of Edmundsbury, sometimes misspelt 
Edmondsbury, was located on the west bank of the 
Ashepoo River, where the main public road from 
Charles Town to the southward crossed that river. 
It was situated on a tract of 600 acres on the Ashepoo 
River originally granted to the first Landgrave Edmund 
Bellinger, as part of his patent for 48,000 acres. By 
his will, dated 10th October, 1705, Landgrave Edmund 
Bellinger devised this tract to his son Thomas Bel- 
linger, who dying intestate, it went to his brother Ed- 
mund Bellinger, the second Landgrave of that name. 1 

The Town was laid out in 1740 on a part of this 600 
acres, apparently not during the lifetime of Landgrave 
Edmund Bellinger, but presumably received its name 
from him. 

The public road crossing the river where the Town 
was subsequently located, was originally laid out under 
an Act passed 10th November, 171 1, which directed that 
a road be laid out from St. Helena and Port Royal, 
to that part of Ashepoo River most convenient for 
crossing said river in the road to Charleston, and ap- 
pointed Mr. Edward Bellinger one of the commissioners 
for the purpose. 2 

By an Act passed on 5" 1 March, 1736/7, the commis- 
sioners are directed to build "a good and substantial 
"bridge over Ashepoo River at the place where the 

•Office Hist. Com". S. C. Memorial, Bk. 3, p. 136. 
'Statutes at Large, S. C, Vol. IX, p. 14. 



RADNOR, EDMUNDSBURY AND JACKSONBOROUGH 43 

"high road leading from Charles Town to Port Royal 
"now crosses the same that is to say, from that part 
"of a bluff on the plantation of Mr. Edmund Bellinger 
"commonly called Oketys where the said high road is 
"now laid out to the land of Benjamin Godin Esq r op- 
posite thereto on the said river." 3 

Landgrave Edmund Bellinger, the second Landgrave, 
left a will dated 21 February, 1739. 4 

He died about 5 March, 1739, as on that day his 
burial is recorded in the Parish Register of St. An- 
drew's. His will is not now to be found on record. The 
will books of that date are non-existent, but his will 
is recited in deeds executed by his widow, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Bellinger, who was his executrix. 5 The record 
does not show that any lots in Edmundsbury were 
transferred before his death, nor is there any mention 
in the deeds examined on the record of any part of his 
will referring to the Town. 

The first public mention of the Town is in the statute 
of 8 th March, 1741 8 . By that statute the commissioners 
were directed to lay out and keep in repair a road from 
the Town or Village of Edmondsbury, near Ashepoo 
Bridge, into the Salt Catcher road. 

In the volume of the Council Journal for 1742 the 
following occurs under date of 28 th May, 1742: 

"A Plan of the Town of St. Edmondsbury, situated 
"on the South side of Ashepoo river, in the Parish of 
"St. Bartholomew, in Colleton County in the Province 
"of South Carolina was laid before his Honor, the Lieut. 
"Govr. in Council and a Majority of His Majesty's 
"Hon"" Council being present for approbation and the 
"same was thereupon accordingly approved of by His 
"Honor, the Lieut: Gov r in Council Pursuant to the 

3 Ibid., p. 56. 

4 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. G. G., p. 162. 
•M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. A. A., p. 10. 
"Statutes at Large, Vol. IX, p. 118. 
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"Act of Gen 1 . Assembly in that case made and provid- 
ed." 

In November, 1744, two lots, N". 3 and 13, in Ed- 
mondsbury, were conveyed by Elizabeth Bellinger, 
widow and executrix of Landgrave Edmund Bellinger, 
to William Buchanan of St. Helena Parish Merchant, 7 
one of these lots, N°. 13, had been previously sold to 
Richard Webb, who transferred his interest to William 
Buchanan. From the description of the lots in this 
deed it appears that one street, fronting on the river, 
was known as the "Bay." 

This word "bay" is one which seems very generally 
to have been applied in Lower South Carolina at that 
period in Towns on rivers or water courses, to the 
streets which fronted directly on the water. 

Very few transfers of lots appear on record, and there 
is little except the scanty notices in the public statutes 
to show anything of the history of the Town. 

An Act was passed 25 May, 1745, 8 for founding and 
establishing a Chapel of Ease at the Town of Edmunds- 
bury. This statute recites; that a petition had been 
presented, stating that the Town or Village of Ed- 
mundsbury on Ashepoo River was very conveniently 
situated for a Chapel. This Chapel was commenced in 
1753, and built of brick and sufficiently finished in 1760 
as to be used for divine worship.' It fell down in 1810 
and was replaced by a wooden building. 10 

By the Act of 11 Sept., 1779," a public ferry was 
established over Ashepoo river, where Ashepoo bridge 
stood, and vested in Edmund Bellinger, Jr., in trust for 
the estate of Benjamin Webb, dec 3 , and Ann Bolton. 

By the Act of 19 Deer., 1807, 12 it was enacted "that 

'M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. A. A., p. 45. 

'General Statutes, Vol. Ill, p. 652. 

•Dalcho, p. 371. 

"Ibid., p. 373. 

"General Statutes, Vol. IX, p. 272. 

"Ibid, p. 429. 
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"a toll bridge shall be established across Ashepoo river 
"opposite the Town of Edmondsbury in St. Bartholo- 
"mew's Parish at the same place where the bridge com- 
"monly called Ashepoo bridge was formerly erected." 

This bridge evidently did not long hold its own 
against freshet, for on 7 Deer., 1808," an Act was 
passed providing that a public ferry be established on 
Ashepoo River, at the place laid out for the Town of 
Edmundsburgh, where the late toll bridge in William 
Skirving and Phineas Smith stood. And in December, 
181 5, 14 another Act provided that the ferry on Ashepoo 
river at the village of Ashepoo otherwise called Ed- 
mundsberry, should be re-established and vested in the 
widow and children of Phineas Pierson. 

The place thus seems to have long retained the name 
of the Town or Village of Edmundsbury, but it is prob- 
able that all it retained was the name, and that beyond 
the Church and possibly the residence of a ferryman 
there were no other buildings. 

It is put down on de Brahms may of 1757 as a vil- 
lage, but is not noted as such on Mouzon's map of 1775, 
or on Mills' Atlas of Colleton County, published in 1826, 
or even mentioned in the account of Colleton County in 
Mills' Statistics of South Carolina, published in 1825. 
Divine service continued to be held in the Church at 
Edmundsbury until the War, Between the States. 
About the close of that war, the Church was destroyed 
by fire, either started by accident or set by one of the 
parties of the vandals who were then under the direc- 
tion of the United States military commanders ravaging 
the lower part of the State, and it has never been re- 
built. 

All that now marks the site of the Town are the ruins 
of the Church and the graves that surround it. 

The map of the old Town published with this article 

"Ibid., p. 436. 
"Ibid., p. 479. 
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is taken from the map in the office of the Historical 
Commission at Columbia and is evidently the map ap- 
proved by the Council at the meeting held 28 May, 
1742. 

JACKSONBOROUGH. 

The old town of Jacksonborough was laid out about 
the same time as Radnor and Edmundsbury — between 
1730 and 1740. 

On 28 August, 1701, a grant of 400 acres on the 
south side of the South Edisto or Pon Pon river was 
made to John Jackson. 1 

The main high road from Charleston, or Charles 
Town, to the southward as established in 171 1/ crossed 
the Edisto river at a point opposite this tract of land 
granted to John Jackson. That portion of the Edisto 
river, from the point where it reaches Edisto Island on 
the coast running up for some 20 miles, and above the 
ferry which was afterwards well known as Parker's 
Ferry, was commonly denominated the Pon Pon river. 
The Pon Pon river was really only the lower part, the 
last 20 miles or thereabouts, of the South Edisto, or 
Edisto river. 

By the Act of 12 June, 1714, 3 a bridge was ordered 
to be built over the South Edisto river at the most 
convenient place on South Edisto River at the planta- 
tion of Capt. John Jackson. 

By the Act of 9 Deer., 1725/ it was provided that 
the ferry theretofore established at the plantation of 
James Wrixham be removed and established at the planta- 
tion of Mr. John Jackson, across the Pon Pon river. 

On 9 April, 1734, another Act, 5 directed the co- 
missioners to rebuild a bridge over the Pon Pon river, 

'Grant Boat, 38 (Proprietary Grants,) p. 403. 
'General Statutes, Vol. IX, p. 14. 
3 Ibid, p. 33. 
*Ibtd., p. 64. 
5 Ibid., p. 86. 
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where the bridge formerly stood at the plantation of 
Capt. John Jackson. This last bridge also must have 
lasted not a long time, for in 1751" an Act recited 
that the bridge formerly built over Pon Pon river had 
been destroyed by a flood or rising of the river, and 
directed the commissioners to build a good and substan- 
tial bridge over the Pon Pon, not far from where the old 
bridge stood. 

By the will of John Jackson, made in March, 1737, 
and probated in May, 1748/ he empowers his executors 
to sell "any of my lands or Town lotts not yet disposed 
"off in Jacksonborough which my said executors shall 
"think fitt." 

Whether this John Jackson was the same as the 
original grantee of the 400 acres or a descendant of the 
same name the record so far as examined does not dis- 
close. 

On 16 March, 1757, 8 his executors, viz, his wife, 
Jean Jackson, who had by marriage become Jean Har- 
ley, and his brother, George Jackson, conveyed to 
Gideon Dupont, for ^773 currency of South Carolina, 
290 acres adjoining the village of Jacksonborough, being 
part of the original grant of 400 acres out of which the 
village was taken. 

By an Act in 1779 s a public ferry was established over 
the Pon Pon river, near Jacksonborough ; and by the 
Act of 26 th February, 1786, 10 the Commissioners of the 
Parishes of St. Paul's and St. Bartholomew's were 
directed to build a bridge over the Pon Pon at Jackson- 
borough. 

In December, 1803, an Act was passed," which recites 
that the bridge across the Pon Pon at Jacksonborough 

"Ibid., p. 156. 

'Probate Court. Charleston County, Bk. 1747-1752, o. 43. 

5 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. Y. Y., p. 66. 

'Statutes of So. Ca., Vol. IX, p. 271. 

10 Ibid., p. 312. 

"Ibid., p. 408. 
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had been carried away by the frequent passing of rafts 
down the river. 

Lieut. Anthony Allaire, of the American Volunteers, 
commanded by Lieut. Col. Patrick Ferguson, on the 
march from Savannah to join the army under Sir Henry 
Clinton, in March, 1780, makes the following mention 
of Jacksonborough in his diary, under date of 22 1 " 1 
March, 1780: "After crossing, continued our march to 
"Jacksonborough, a village containing about sixty 
"houses, situated on Pon Pon, or Edisto river. The 
"most of the houses are very good ; the people tol- 
erable well to live ; some large store houses for rice, 
"from which they convey it by water to Charleston 
"market. In short, it is a pleasant little place, and well 
"situated for trade, but the inhabitants are all Rebels — 
"not a man remaining in the town, except two, one of 
"whom was so sick he could not get out of bed, and the 
"other a doctor, who had the name of a friend to Govern- 
ment." 12 

Jacksonborough is not mentioned in de Brahm's 
map of 1757, but is on both Mouzon's maps of 1775 and 
the reprint of 1794. 

The place attained a temporary eminence when in 
January, 1782, the Legislature of the State was there 
convened — Charleston being then in the hands of the . 
British. It was this Legislature which passed the fa- 
mous confiscation and amercement Act, and for a short 
period Jacksonsborough attained the dignity of the seat 
of government and the place of publication of a news- 
paper. 

This soon passed, but Jacksonborough continued to 
be the County seat of Colleton County, where the Court 
House and Jail were located until 1817, when the Coun- 
ty seat was by statute changed from Jacksonborough 
to Walterborough. 

"King's Mt. and Its Heroes, by Draper, p. 487. 
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The village seems then, as other low country villages 
of the time situated in unhealthy localities, to have 
gradually gone to decay. In Mills' Statistics of South 
Carolina, published in 1826, it is stated: "The old 
"court-house and jail are still standing, and two or 
"three dwellings," and in Mills' Atlas, published in 
1825, it is still noted as a village. 

The construction of the railroad between Charleston 
and Savannah, in 1859, has given a new life to the vil- 
lage ; a village of the same name, but not on the same 
site as the old. The old village of Jacksonborough was 
located on the public road about a half mile from, the pres- 
ent railway station on the railroad about which the new 
village has grown up. 

The writer has been able to find no map of jackson- 
borough. One existed, for the deeds refer to lots as 
marked on the map or "model" of the town, but no 
copy is now to be found among the records in Co- 
lumbia. 



